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Vintage Advertising

This ad ran in 1937, a offer for
forward-thinking auto enthusi-
asts to grab a used Duesenberg
for one-fifth of its original price.
We tried to trace the cars on of-
fer 90 years ago to their place in
A Custom Rollston 5 pass. Convertible. $ today’s hObb}_” but struggled to
Finish in Blue With Chrome Trim . . . . 3950 do so. We did learn, however,

‘ that the “brand new chassis”

was sold back to Augie Duesen-

D U E S E N B E R G berg to build what would be-
come the “last Duesenberg”. It’s

known as the Bauer Duesenberg,

I delivered in 1940 and unlike any

other Duesenberg. The car was

designed and commissioned by

= AZJ‘O AﬁdZ[ﬂb/g ——— artist Rudolf Bauer, delayed by

his arrest in Germany by the Na-

1. BRAND NEW CHASSIS COMPLETE . .. 1. BRAND NEW zis. It exists today, unrestored
DERHAM PHAETON . .. N. Y. & Chicago Show Car. .. 1. and sporting 10,000 or so miles.
CUSTOM MURPHY 2 PASS. COUPE...1. CUSTOM MURPHY o .
SPORT SEDAN...1. CUSTOM JUDKINS FORMAL SEDAN... In the meantime, fire up the Time
1. CUSTOM LeBARON PHAETON . .. Machine. We have some old cars
. _ to buy.

These gorgeous cars average delivery price $15,000. My y

prices $2,000 to $6,750. For full particulars wire, write

or telephone
HARRY J. FELZ, 1132 DIVERSEY BLVD., CHICAGO In ThlS Issue

No Fall Show

Raffle car drawing

Clove Lakes car isplay

Watch your step in The SIRAA-

A
A Custom LeBaron Convertible Sport Coupe. $2750 CA Garage
Finish in Black With Chrome Trim . . . . The SIRAACA Time Machine
makes a couple of passes by
Russo’s.

Did you know? 481 Duesenberg Model ]J’s were built, and approxi-
mately 378 survive today..

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
Trivia Question: What sports and luxury car maker from Indianapolis began life in 1911

as the ldeal Motor Car Company?

CIGT Ut pasiow saruvdwor agy 712qdwvyy Lauspy sougivd
Y11m JVIp] PIZIUDSTLO 24 UIGMm "07) SIAVJ 0INY ZINIS paumo ziniQ ALAvp] "2Inig LomSul




RAGTOPS & RUMBLESEATS

October 2026
Volume 33, Number 10

SIRAACA Who's Who
EDITOR -

Paul Arena, Jr.

parena2@verizon.net
PRESIDENT -

Paul Arena, Jr.
parena2@verizon.net

VICE PRESIDENT -

Artie Guarnieri
artie.guarnieri@verizon.net
SECRETARY -

Tony DiAngelo - badbird70@aol
TREASURER -

Phil Boffa - phil.boffa@gmail.com
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY -
(currently unfillled)
who@where.com
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS -

Bob Ferone - rferone@gmail.com
WEBMASTER - siraaca@yahoo.com
Frank Nathanson

www.siraaca.aaca.com

ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE CLUB
¢ AMERICA

£sT, 1974

Minutes of the 600th Meeting
September 1, 2026

1. The 600th meeting of the Staten Island Region AACA was called
to order on September 1 at 7:10 pm at The Square on Annadale. After
reciting the Pledge of Allegiance and offering a moment of silence, the
minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as read.

2. Congratulations to all of our members who competed and completed
a clean sweep with all winning awards at the Grand National Meet in
Allentown. Many members spoke about their time at the event.

3. We will put on a display of cars for the folks at Clove Lakes Home on
September 19th, from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon. Cars will gather around
9:30 in the shopping center on Manor Road before rolling in. Our hosts
will provide coffee, donuts and pastries, as well as make a small dona-
tion to the club.

4. An updated trophy donor report was given. The show pamphlet
listing donors will go to print next week. Any donors that come in af-
terwards will still have their names engraved on their trophies and be
announced at the show.

5. If anyone has outstanding raffle money, ticket stubs or unsold tick-
ets, be sure to give them to Artie on the day of the show so a proper
accounting can be made.

6. The rest of the meeting reviewed logistics for the upcoming show,
including main gate responsibilities, judging, peer voting, show field
duties and overall layout.

7. Members should arrive by 6:30 am and wear club staff shirts for the
car show.

8. Phil Boffa presented a treasury report showing all is in order.

9. The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 pm. The 50/50 collected $80 and
Enrico Ferrara won $40.

Respectfully submitted,
Tony DiAngelo, Secretary

BE@ET OFF?R ACCEFPTED!
For 1921 WILLYS-KNIGHT SEDAN
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club happenings

Oh No! No Show!

One, two, three strikes you’re out, as the song
goes. This year, it not only applies to baseball,
butour 49th Annual Car Show. Three dates, three
days of rain, and eventually, no more runway to
try and reschedule the show. We weren’t the
only game in town affected. New Dorp Lane’s
show tried twice, as did the Mustang club at
Dana Ford. Plenty of other shows in New Jersey
never happened this year as well.

This is the first time we had consecutive rain-
outs and outright cancelled a show. What does
it mean for us? We plan to carry everything for-
ward to 2027 and hold our 49th annual show
next year. All of our trophies are donated and
stored away, and all the donors who contributed
this year will not be asked to donate again next
year. It will be important that the members who
have relationships with those donors let them
know, and keep them warm for 2028, where we
hope to hold our 50th Annual Show with appro-
priate fanfare.

Despite the cancellation, we had to raffle off the
2005 Mustang, and made arrangements to do so
at the Italian Festival at Mount Loretto on Co-
lumbus Day weekend. See the story below for
details on that.

We will still celebrate the year’s achievements
at our annual holiday get-together, which will
return to La Strada on New Dorp Lane in De-
cember. More details to follow.

Return to Clove Lakes

Members of SIRAACA and fellow car owners joined
forces for our annual display of old cars for the resi-
dents and staff of Clove Lakes Healthcare on Saturday,
September 19. A dozen cars in total, ranging from the
1930’s through the 1990’s, offered up plenty of smiles
and memories for those who gathered in a small lot
behind the facility. Warm sunshine, hot coffee and
doughnuts, and a peppy musical duo provided just the
right medicine for many residents who spend every
day indoors. The staff presented our club with a small
donation in thanks for our support, and we expect to
return again next year,

Clove Lakse residents wait their turn for a closer look at the cars on dis-
play. (photo by Paul Arena)

PROZSHO
SOUND

Raffle Car Drawing

The club rescheduled the drawing of our raffle car win-
ner to occur at the Italian festival at Mount Loretto,
and opted for one final day of ticket sales on Saturday
before picking the winner that evening. In between a
cannoli eating contest and the final musical act, Paul
Arena and Mike Gorgia took to the stage with the raffle
drum. Claire Atalla, CEO of Catholic Charities of S.I.,
drew the winning stub, and Mike recognized it as one
he had sold to the Fraternal Order of Police. We called
them from the stage, left a message, and they called us
back. The car is now for sale and the FOP will use the
proceeds to fund their future efforts.

SIRAACA



Cover: Dom Petruzelli’s 1931 Ford Model A pickup on a recent Sunday morning in Great Kills. (photo by Paul Jr.)

From the President

Despite an unprecedented tri-
ple rainout and full cancellation
of our fall car show, I still have
plenty of thanks to give to all of
you for everything leading up to
the show. You helped raise more
than $11,000 in trophy donations
along with at least $2,000 in spon-
sorship money. You also drove
raffle tickets sales of $7,700. Each
figure contributes to a profitable
year despite no fall show and oth-
er key events. As such, we will
still be able to make a donation to
Catholic Charities this year.

Speaking of charities, we are ap-
plying to receive a small charita-
ble grant from the Nicotra Foun-
dation as part of their annual
giveback of profits from the Com-
mons Cafe and Pienza. Local non-
profits can submit requests for
consideration, and we will likely
qualify for $1,500 each year. That
is equal to a 33% savings on our
fee to rent the grounds for one of
our shows. Thanks to Phil Boffa
for working on this. Everything
counts.

So again, thank you to everyone
for all of their contributions of
time and effort. - Paul

Award of Excellence

A ACA Publications

- NEXT MEETING - October 13

Our next monthly meeting is Tuesday, October 13. The
meeting is held at The Square on Annadale, and that is

confirmed by text in the days leading up to the meeting.
The start time is usually around 7:00PM.
The club will provide pizza and soda, and members can
purchase additional or alternate items on their own.

2026 Fall Show Dash Magnet

The magnetic dash plaque for this year’s annual fall show features
Jerry Esposito’s 1965 Chevrolet Impala. The plaques are sponsored
this year by Dr. John Piazza and his NY Chiropractic and Physical
Therapy practice. For each of our two car shows, we select a mem-
ber’s car to be featured, based on length of membership. The list of
members still to have a vehicle depicted will be reviewed soon for the
2027 plaques.

Staten Island Region AACA
a49th ANNUAL

Jerry Esposito’s
1965 Chevrolet Impala

We began giving out these to our members at the October meeting
and will continue to do so at the November meeting. We also have an
allotment to give to our trophy donors, and will likely draft a letter
of thanks to them to explain how we are carrying their donation for-
ward to 2027’s show. As for the 200 we normally give out at the show,
these will be given out along with an updated one next fall. Think of
it as a remembrance of the show that never was.

SIRAACA




Inside the SIRAACA Garage

The SIRAACA Garage fits an awful
amount of cars both big and small.
Watch your step, however, because
some are very small. Case in point,
this is Howdy Doody’s Volkswagen
Beetle convertible.

Actually, the license plate reveals that
this is Kevin Keenan’s “Mini-Me”.
The car is a home decorator item
that Kevin repainted and detailed to
match his full-size 1979 Beetle con-
vertible “Epilogue Edition”. Phil Bof-
fa crafted the matching license plate.

For those of you not old enough to
remember, the VW Beetle was one of
the best-selling cars of all time, and
was the first car to surpass 20 million
units produced. For those of you too
young to know who Howdy Doody
is, ask someone much older than
you.

Many of us find model kits, dealer
promo cars or diecast versions in
several scales of our cars, but not
too many of us have a car so iconic
it became a home decorator item be-
fore being destined for the SIRAACA
Garage. What else might be tucked
away in there, too small to readily be
seen?

The SIRAACA Garage is home to all
of our members’ cars, past and pres-
ent. Has your car been featured yet?
Make sure you get the details to Paul
Jr. if you want to share your car with
us all.

ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE, _LUB
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So who is older - Volkswagan or Howdy? Howdy first appeared in 1947. Volkswagen the

company was founded ten years earlier, with the first Beetle produced in 1938.
Paul Arena)

(photo by

Special Upcoming Event

There is a famous annual automotive show held in Paris called Retromobile.
It just celebrated it’s 50th anniversary, and its about to jump the Atlantic

for the first ever Retromobile New York. It will be held at the Javits Center
from November 19-22. What can you expect at Retromobile New York?
Special automotive displays, classic-car brokers, automotive art and mer-
chandise, and “art cars”. More importantly, an incredible restoration will be
unveiled there with the debut of a GM Futurliner reconfigured to its origi-
nal 1939 design. The Futurliners were used in GM’s Parades of Progress,
and all of the remaining ones are presented in their updated 1953 designs.
Rob Ida, well known for his award winning custom builds and Tucker 48
restorations, was commissioned by the Caretakers Collection for the incred-
ible work required to research and rebuild it as it first appeared. Seek out
Rob on Instagram or Facebook to see what’s been done at his shop in Old
Bridge, NJ. This will be a unique opportunity to see the result of that work
in person right here in New York City before the Futurliner moves on to
displays at the Petersen Museum in Los Angeles and GM’s Heritage Center
in Michigan. Tickets to Retromobile are available in advance online for $70,
and are expected to be $79 at the door, with a 9:00 am opening. VIP tick-

ets are $270 and include early entry and access to the Retromobile Lounge,

lunch included.
SIRAACA




Old Cars in an Unexpected Place

(Editor’s note: Don Bosco relays this tale of discovery. We’ll return to “My First Car” soon - please send
in your submissions for future issues)

This past June, my wife Kim, son Donny and I visited Dubai at the invitation of my old friend and client
Sheikh Hasher bin Maktoum. I have known him since 1990, so you would think that after more than 35
years we would know each other’s interests pretty well. Apparently not.

We were having lunch at his palace on the beach when he casually said, “Since you are in America, may-
be you can help me find some old car parts.” That got my attention. “Old car parts?” I asked. Sheikh
Hasher then told me that he has been collecting automobiles for decades. He has a collection of about 25
cars, mostly Mercedes and Land Rovers, along with unusual Japanese models from the 1950’s and “60’s.
I was stunned. We knew each other all this time, and somehow neither of us had realized that the other
was infected with the old car bug. Naturally, I pulled out some photos of my own cars, and it was his
turn to be surprised. How had we never once talked about our mutual interest in old cars?

After lunch, he said, “Come outside. I have a surprise for you.” As we stepped out, a flatbed truck
pulled up carrying a beautifully restored 1947 Chevrolet Fleetmaster Sport Sedan. His crew unloaded
the Chevy, Sheikh handed me the keys, and said, “Let’s go for a drive!” So there I was, behind the wheel
of a ‘47 Chevy in Dubai, Sheikh riding shotgun with Kim and Donny in the back seat. He directed me
through the palace compound, along curving roads and pathways overlooking the beach front. At one
point, I shifted into second gear and the Chevy took off a little faster than expected for the narrow, wind-
ing route. He calmly suggested to keep it in first.

Perhaps my embarrassment was caused by the un-
expected speed across his manicured pathways or
the slight protest from the gearbox shifting into sec-
ond. Either way, it was surreal. I never imagined
that one day I would be driving an old Chevrolet
on the grounds of a Dubai palace. Yet it shouldn’t
be a complete surprise. The UAE has a serious car
culture, ranging from showcasing exotic supercars
to preserving automotive history. There are a few
places worth visiting if you find yourself in the
UAE. One of the best known is the Emirates Na-
tional Auto Museum outside Abu Dhabi, featuring
more than 200 vehicles. There is the Al Ain Classic
Car Museum, which highlights a restoration opera-
tion that supports its collection. My favorite is the
Sharjah Classic Cars Museum, with more than 100 |
classic and vintage vehicles, some dating back to the
early part of the 20th century.

My encounter with the Shiekh is one of the thingsTal- [\ =
ways loved about our hobby. You can meet someone
from the other side of the world, from a completely
different culture, and discover that the moment you ©
start talking about cars, each of you suddenly speak | \
the same language. '
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The SIRAACA Time Machine

For our north shore folks and those who remember when we used to hold our meetings at IHOP, this
should be a familiar location. Some sources say the business dates back to 1920’s, but these views are
from a couple of Time Machine drive-bys around 1939/1940.
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Above, the car on the right has a
GM feel, but we can’t tell what it
is. The five-window coupe on the
left should be easy to identify. The :
nose peaking out of the garageis |,
a tell-tale clue for that car as well. |
Can you identify them? The view | |
at the right shows the side of tall-
er neighboring building not seen
in the view above. Not sure which
picture is earlier, and if the build-
ing was newly built or torn down.
A Citgo station sits there today,
at the corner of Forest and Rich-
mond. (Last month was the pre-
decessor of Hollywood Garage).
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Note: This monthly feature began in 2020 as temporary filler for miss-
ing content due to government lockdowns in response to Covid. It’s
turned into a regular feature still going strong into 2026 and we hope

(_)farbetterp"mtlng that you are enjoying these trips back in time. Feel free to send in

On-Demano PRINT CENTER v our comments, requests or additional information.
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Brooklyn, NY 11210 Joseph Portagallo
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