
Ragtops &
Rumbleseats

 • A Visit to Dead Man’s Curve 

Vo
l. 

32
, N

o.
 9

The Official Newsletter of the Staten Island Region of the Antique Automobile Club of America

Sep 2025



Trivia  Ques t ion:  In  i t s  debut  year  o f  1909,  E-M-F was  the  four th-be s t  s e l l ing  automobi l e 
in  the  U.S.   What  were  the  top  three ?

Vintage Advertising
The car of your dreams, if Plym-
outh had its way in 1940, was 
their snazzy convertible as seen 
in these two ads from that year.  
Whether you were already a 
driver or still years away from 
getting behind the wheel, Plym-
outh wanted you dreaming about 
them.  And who doesn’t dream 
about a new droptop with bright 
whitewalls?

1940 marked the first year that 
Plymouth offered a convertible 
without a rumbleseat.  Adver-
tised as the “Low Priced Beau-
ty with the Luxury Ride”, the 
convertible coupe sold for $950 
when new.  Only 6,896 of these 
dream cars were sold that year.

         

In This Issue
Dead Man’s Curve fills Labor 
Day Weekend

Old cars on display for nursing 
home residents

This fall’s dash plaque has a new 
twist

A former best in show winner in 
the SIRAACA Archive 

The SIRAACA Time Machine   
visits a Tydol service station and 
asks you to guess where it was.

Answer:  Ford was tops, followed by Buick and Maxwell.  E-M-F’s were sold through 
Studebaker dealers.  By 1912, all E-M-F’s were badged as Studebakers.    

Did you know? Plymouth model mumbers in 1940 were the P9 and 
P10.  The P9 was entry level, and referred to as the Roadking, while 
the P10 was the higher end Deluxe.
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Minutes of the 588th Meeting 
August 12, 2025

1.  The 588th meeting of the Staten Island Region AACA was called to 
order at 7:10 pm on August 12 at The Square on Annadale.  After re-
citing the Pledge of Allegiance and offering a moment of silence, the 
minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as read. 

2.  Congratulations were in order for new grandparents Tony & Yvonne 
DiAngelo. The club presented them with a Show Staff onesie for their 
grandson.

3.  Members recapped the Cruise to the Esplanade.  About 20 cars were 
in attendance for the residents of this assisted living facility.  The hosts 
provided free hotdogs, hamburgers, beer, wine and soda and hope to 
schedule additional dates.

4.  Members who attended Das Awkscht Fest in Macungie and the New 
Hope Auto Show shared recaps of each event.

5.  Kevin Keenan is part of a group of New Jersey AACA members who 
are forming a new region based within the Jersey Shore.

6.  Trophy donor Acadia Pets in Eltingville has opened another store 
in New Jersey and may have a grand opening that features a small car 
show.  A date has yet to be confirmed.

7.  There is a New Dorp Lane Restaurant Crawl scheduled for Septem-
ber 7th and we hope to bring our raffle car to the event.

8.  Speaking of raffle cars, the club purchased a 2005 Mustang Deluxe 
Coupe for next year ’s raffle.  It cost us $8,000.

9.  Phil Boffa gave an updated treasury report.

10,  Thanks to Stephanie DiAngelo Walsh for getting our club and up-
coming car show featured as the cover story in Merlino & Gonzalez’ 
community newsletter.

11.  Car show posters for the fall show were available and handed out 
to help advertise our event.  It features a 1956 Ford Crown Victoria 
parked outside the old Victory Diner.

12.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.  The 50/50 totals and win-
ner ’s name were lost before going to press.    

					     Respectfully submitted,				  
					     Tony DiAngelo, Secretary    
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FEATURE   club happenings

S I R A AC A

A Trip Through Dead Man’s Curve
The Delta Hotel in Somerset, NJ once again 
hosted the Dead Man’s Curve Wild Hot Rod 
Weekend over Labor Day.  We took a ride out 
on Saturday to check it out for the first time 
and found a wide range of outstanding show 
cars not only on display but also making plenty 
of noise.  Traditional customs and restomods 
shared the grounds with ratrods and gassers.  
Vintage funny cars, pro-stockers and front-en-
gined dragsters filled up “Thunder Alley” and 
provided an occasional symphony of nitro ex-
plosions to the delight of the crowds.  Inside 
the hotel, vendors hawked rockabilly and hot 
rod merchandise, while special guests posed 
with attendees among special movie cars like 
the Fast & Furious Charger. 

A B O V E :  T h i s  1 9 4 0  D o d g e  B u s i n e s s  C o u p e  f e a t u r e d  a  f i v e - i n c h  co p,  a  ’ 4 1 
L i n co l n  Ze p h y r  g r i l l e  a n d  c u s t o m  s k i r t s  a l l  a r o u n d.   U n d e r  t h e  h o o d  wa s 
a  1 9 5 4  3 3 1  C h r y s l e r  Fi r e p o w e r  H e m i .   ( p h o t o s  b y  Pa u l  J r. )

A Small  But Welcome Display
At this year ’s annual display of old cars for the 
residents of Clove Lakes Rehabilitation Center, 
we were able to bring in seven cars on a beauti-
ful Saturday morning.  Residents were brought 
down in wheelchairs to look them over and en-
joy the warm sunshine and live music.  With 
nothing older than 1966, one resident said that 
they weren’t classic cars because he remem-
bered all of them from when new.  Another resi-
dent hoped that we present a different mix next 
year.  On hand were Bob Ferone, Bruce Camp-
bell, Mike DiPilato, Paul Arena and Mike Gor-
gia, along with Phil Maggiore and Tony Yeras.   

B E LO W  L E F T  -  A  “ ko o l  k i d d i e  ka r ”  co z i e s  u p  t o  a  f a m i l i a r  Fu r y.  
B E LO W  R I G H T:  A  p a i r  o f  n e a t  l a w n  o r n a m e n t s  o u t s i d e  t h e  h o t e l 
e n t ra n ce.   ( p h o t o s  b y  Pa u l  J r. )
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Our next monthly meeting is on Tuesday, September 2.  
Odds are we are returning to The Square on Annadale, and 

we will confirm that with all before that date. 
 Start time is typically around 7:00 PM.

The club will provide pizza and soda, and members can 
purchase additional or alternate items on their own. 

- NEXT MEETING - September 2 

C o v e r :  1 9 6 0 ’s - s t y l e  Fo r d  h o t  r o d  s p o t t e d  o u t s i d e  D e a d  M a n’s  C u r v e.   ( p h o t o  b y  Pa u l  J r. )

S I R A AC A

From the Editor
Switching hats this month with 
some notes from the editor ’s 
desk.  First off, apologies for the 
publishing delay in this issue.  
September is a real busy month in 
my house, combining Labor Day 
with my wife’s and son’s birth-
days and our car show.  Somehow 
it all works out.  So even though 
this issue is coming out after our 
car show, the traditional show re-
porting appears in the October is-
sue, which will be back on track 
on the heels of this one. For those 
who also like printed copies, we’ll 
catch up with those as well.

Jumping over to our online pres-
ence, have a look at either our 
Facebook page or our YouTube 
channel for a newly posted VHS 
video taken in 1987.  It features 
a number of SIRAACA members 
talking about their cars on dis-
play in the Staten Island Mall over 
Labor Day weekend.  We used to 
promote our upcoming show and 
raffle car in the mall for a num-
ber of years.  The raffle car was 
a 1962 Oldsmobile Cutlass coupe 
with less than 40,000 miles.  I re-
member that car to be really mint, 
but as a 17-year old, it didn’t get 
me excited.   - Paul Jr.  

2025 Fall  Dash Plaque
This year ’s dash plaque, which is really a magnet, features Anthony 
Faulisi’s 1969 Ford Mustang Mach 1 and the stone wall of the Road 
House Restaurant. The Road House sponsored the plaque this year, 
covering the cost in return for the advertising.  This year marked a 
return to an illustrated style following a number of years where they 
simply used a photo cut-out.  The illustration was created by Paul 
Arena using photo inputs and a number of prompts within ChatGPT, 
as our vendor still does not have an artist on staff to illustrate by 
hand.  Considering what we did with AI, we don’t think they’ll need 
to hire one.      

We’ll compile of list of members who have yet to have a car featured 
on a dash plaque, ranking them by how long they’ve been in the club, 
to determine who’ll have their vehicle appear on the ones for 2026.  
Our goal is to also have that vehicle on display at that show.      
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From the SIRAACA Archive

This month we feature the Best of 
Show, Pre-War award winner from 
our 21st Annual Show, which was 
held on September 14, 1997.  It’s a 
1941 Lincoln Continental Cabriolet 
that was owned by Bill Peters.  The 
show was staged on the grounds of 
the Petrides School on Ocean Terrace.  
The image comes from our show’s 
coverage in the AACA national mag-
azine, and was likely submitted by 
former member Victor Losquadro.

This was one of only 400 cabriolets 
built in 1941, which was the Con-
tinental’s second year of produc-
tion.  They featured 292 cubic inch 
V-12 engines and three speed manual 
transmissions.  The Continental was 
inspired by a drawing by Edsel Ford 
and designed by Bob Gregorie.  

Who remembers this car or its owner 
Bill Peters?  We welcome any infor-
mation you can share with us.

We routinely drew a number of true 
classics to our shows in those years, 
and future archive visits will reveal 
more to you in the coming months.
  
The SIRAACA Archive is a treasure 
trove of old photos, articles and arti-
facts that represent our club’s history 
dating back to our founding in 1974.  
These are not centrally collected, but 
in the hands of the many members 
past and present.  If you have some-
thing from the past that you’d like to 
share here, let us know.

S I R A AC A

Upcoming Events
Grab your friends and family, load up your car, and head out to enjoy one of 
these upcoming events.

•  48th Annual SIRAACA Fall Show, Commons Cafe - September 14
•  48th Annual Fall Englishtown Meet, Raceway Park - September 19-21
•  SIRAACA Display at Clove Lakes Rehab Center - September 20
•  7th Annual New Dorp Lane Car Show - September 28
•  AACA Eastern Fall Meet, Hershey PA - October 7-10
•  39th Annual Corvette & Classic Car Show, Woodbridge NJ - October 12 

I f  a n y o n e  r e ca l l s  t h e  co l o r  o f  t h i s  ca r,  l e t  u s  k n o w.   We’r e  l e a n i n g  t o wa r d s  e i t h e r  “C h e t w y n 
B e i g e”  o r  “ R o c k i n g h a m  Ta n”,  w h i c h  w e r e  t h e  t w o  n e u t ra l  co l o r s  o n  L i n co l n’s  p a l e t t e  t h a t 
y e a r.   T h e y  o f f e r e d  a s  m a n y  a s  2 9  co l o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  e i g h t  s h a d e s  o f  b l u e,  s e v e n  s h a d e s  o f 
g r e e n  a n d  s e v e n  s h a d e s  o f  g r e e n .   T h r e e  m a r o o n s,  a  b r o w n  a n d  g o o d  o l ’  b l a c k  r o u n d e d  o u t 
t h e  c h o i ce s.   ( P h o t o  l i ke l y  b y  V i c t o r  Lo s q u a d r o )





S I R A AC AS I R A AC A

The SIRAACA Time Machine

p h o t o  co u r t e s y  o f  t h e  N YC  M u n i c i p a l  A r c h i v e s

Note: This monthly feature began in 2020 as temporary filler for miss-
ing content due to government lockdowns in response to Covid.  It’s 
turned into a regular feature still going strong through 2025 and we 
hope that you are enjoying these trips back in time.  Feel free to send 
in your comments, requests or additional information.

Not too far from the location we visited last month (Great Kills Motor Sales on Amboy Road), you could 
have pulled into this Tydol gas station for a fill up of Flying A and some outdoor service on the lift be-
tween the two small buildings. The location still pumps gas today (no service) and the quaint little build-
ing, while no longer there, stuck around in some form long enough as a clue to guess where this is.

What you can’t rely on to make your guess is what’s beyond the fence in the distance.  While many acres 
of land were undeveloped across the island in 1940, that land is completely built upon today (for better or 
for worse, depending on your point of view).  Without verification, we think the coupe at right is a Ford.  
As for those neat pumps, we’re guessing they are special made Tokheim 36B’s for Tide Water, who owned 
Tydol gasoline, along with Veedol oil.  Rather than a globe atop the pump, these have glass “rectangles” 
mounted perpendicularly across the top.

We hope those of you who tried to guess last month’s building as it appears today were able to say it is 
Barry’s Auto Body on Amboy and Old Amboy Road near Armstrong Avenue (of course you could have 
just looked up the address in the old newspaper ad, but where is the fun in that).     


