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TOWN-SEDAN. .. b your whals family ineo the big, laxusivas Tows-
Sedan—and see bow warmly thoy'll praise this new Mercusy manterpicce! There's plemty of head
room, leg room aed clhow rocm for six persons to ride ail day in comFors, The husky, 100-Bossc.
power engine gives you u world of smouth, sarging “drive " —sweeps you out i front and keeps you
there, Merary's favorable balance of travel power 6o weight assures outstanding operating econcmy.

Stecng, figid body constraction gives a quiceer ride—exira safery! I's @ grand cas for wawa or touring!
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Did you know? To compete with GM’s Hydramatic and Chrysler’s
Fluid Drive, the 1942 Merc offered a Liquamatic semi-auto trans.

Vintage Advertising

In honor of Veterans Day, we
feature two pages from the 1942
Mercury brochure. Printed in
late 1941, the theme throughout
is our military.

Mercury was launched by Ford
in 1939, and nearly 66,000 were
sold that first year. For 1942, the
flathead 239-cid V-8 was offered
with 100hp as standard. The US
halted production of new cars
in February 1942, so it’s no sur-
prise how few were built and
how even fewer exist.

‘42 models differ from “41’s in a
few ways, most notably with the
disappearance of external run-
ning boards and the change over
frombulletshaped parkinglights
that sat atop the front fenders to
rectangular ones mounted above
the grille.

In This Issue

Farewell to Ed Vomero and Fred
Howe.

SIRAACA display for rehab and
long term care patients

The SIRAACA Archive shares a
contribution from our very first
editor

The SIRAACA Time Machine
visits Oakland (the auto dealer,
not the city)

Trivia Question: In 1954, Ford produced a two-door pillarless hardtop with a transpar-
ent front roof section. What was that model called on the Ford and its Mercury cousin?
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Minutes of the 581st Meeting
October 15, 2024

1. The 581st meeting of the Staten Island Region AACA was called to
order at 7:10 pm on October 15 at The Square on Annadale. After re-
citing the Pledge of Allegiance and offering a moment of silence, the
minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as read.

2. The majority of the meeting focused on a recap of our car show and
the raffle car. Show related expenses topped $30,000 this year when
factoring in the three charitable donations. This year’s raffle car also
had the highest total expense, but with our second best ever sales total,
we turned our second best ever raffle profit. Thanks to all who helped
all year long towards another successful show and raffle.

3. All agreed that the Staten Island Advance’s coverage of the show
was great and well-deserved. Perhaps this kicks off another run of fa-
vorable exposure via our local newspaper.

4. Members discussed areas of improvement, and brainstormed ideas
to address the new property entrances that offer attendees a way to
skirt our admission.

5. Exit signs can help with egress and we should consider ways to
prevent speeding on the way out, perhaps with a slalom of cones. It
was also noted that we need more bulldog clips to hold garbage bags
in place.

6. Members recapped the Clove Lakes display, where we received a
donation of $60 as a thank you. We also discussed the New Dorp Lane
show, where some members pitched in to help.

7. Tales from this year’s AACA meet in Hershey were shared as well,
including some funny hotel hijinks.

8. The upcoming Trunk or Treat event with Lifetsyles is scheduled for
October 26. Check in with Artie Guarnieri for details.

9. The Holiday Party returns to La Strada on December 15.

10. Phil gave a treasury report with details on the show’s balance sheet,
with all in order.

11. The meeting was adjourned at 8:40. The 50/50 collected $52. Matt
Safford won $26.

Respectfully submitted,
Tony DiAngelo, Secretary




club happenings

Final Milestones for Two Members

Ed Vomero and Fred Howe, two members of our
club who were with us for many years until fall-
ing ill, have unfortunately passed away, on Oc-
tober 2 and October 9, respectively. Ed was 89,
Fred was 75. Ed was a member for at least 18
years, owning a variety of cars including a 1930
Ford Model A Coupe and three 1923 Star Tour-
ing cars, one of which was an AACA National
Award and Concours winner. Ed was on the
Richmond Town board and was instrumental in
our relationship with them before their leader-
ship changed. Fred’s membership with us dates
way back to the 1980’s, where he was part of a
regular crew of Hershey attendees with his 1957
Chevy Bel Air. Fred owned countless cars dur-
ing his lifetime, and his AACA National Award
winning 1978 Chevrolet Caprice is now in the
caring hands of Kevin Keenan. The club will
make a donation to Renewal (a kidney trans- at Hershey, most likely in 1986. Top row, Ieft. to right, i§ Paul Jr., Nick
. . . . ’ Mazzarella, Paul Sr. and Fred. Bottom, left to right, is Kevin Keenan, Dan
plant guidance organization) in Fred’s memory, Daly, John Mazzarella and Phil Boffa.
and a firefighter-related charity in Ed’s name.

Club Display at Clove Lake

More than two dozen cars were put on display at
Clove Lakes nursing home for a couple of hours
on September 21 for the benefit of its residents
and staff. Club members and additional guests
rolled in around 9:30 and set up in time for the
10:00 am start. Residents were brought down to
see the cars, enjoy coffee and donuts and listen
to nostalgic music courtesy of a kitschy husband
and wife duo.

Don’t Forget to Renew!

A reminder to all to renew your national AACA mem-
bership by sending in your dues before December 31.
: Instructions on how to do so are found in the Novem-

MAékr;n.bers relax on th.e shdy side of Mike Campanelli’s 1994 Jeep ber/December AACA magazine Oor on AACA.OI‘g.
during the Clove Lake display (photo by Mike DiPilato)
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Cover: Ron Victorio’s 1949 Studebaker Champion.

(photo by Paul Jr.)

From the President

Barring a miraculous draw of all
of my numbers on a Mega Mil-
lions or Powerball ticket, I'm not
close enough to smell my retire-
ment yet. That doesn’t mean I
don’t think about it from time to
time, even if it’s about ten years
away at this rate. There are a good
number of you that are already
retired, and I hope that our hobby
gives you an outlet to enjoy your
free time, even if that free time is
already consumed by the needs of
your family and day to day stuff.
I recall someone once saying that
“youth is wasted on the young”,
but I know that those of us who
stay young in mind and spirit can
enjoy ourselves for many years.
To that end, if anyone is looking
to enjoy that free time with their
old car, but you want some help
or just someone to share that time
with, contact your fellow mem-
bers.

For those of you joining us for our
Holiday Party on December 15,
remember to RSVP to Tony DiAn-
gelo or me so that we have an ac-
curate count for seating and food.
Don’t forget to consider donating
a new unwrapped toy that day as
well. See you there. - Paul Jr.

Award of
Excellence

2023

AACA Publica.tionsJ

- NEXT MEETING -

We are skipping a couple of monthly meetings at The Square
on Annadale, and will gather to wrap up the year on Sun-

day, December 15 at our holiday dinner at La Strada Res-

taurant on New Dorp Lane, from 2:00 to 6:00. Remember to

bring a new, unwrapped toy to add to our donation to the
Richard Gardner Memorial Toy Drive

Grand National Winner Auction

Esteemed auction house RM Sotheby’s, known for conducting the an-
nual auto auction during the AACA National Fall Meet in Hershey
each October, recently ran a special online sale of a singular collec-
tion. The cars within, all owned by AACA members Ron and Sarah
Jury, featured 14 that were AACA Grand National winners, includ-
ing two nominees for the AACA Zenith Award for best restoration
of the year. The top seller was a 1959 Chevrolet Impala convertible
at $198,000. It was a 348 Tri-Power car finished in Roman Red with
red interior. Next up was a 1969 Chevrolet Camaro Z28, also red,
selling for $143,000. Rounding out the top three was a Rio Red 1958
Chevrolet Impala convertible, also a 348 Tri-Power car, at $132,000. It
was nominated for a Zenith in 2023. The least expensive Grand Na-
tional winner to sell was a 1960 Jaguar Mark IX Saloon, for $30,800.
If an AACA badge wasn’t what you were looking for, you could have
snapped up a 1941 Chevrolet Special DeLuxe Coupe for $13,200 or a
1954 Packard Cavalier four-door sedan for only $7,425. Full results
can be found at rmsothebys.com.

IT’S TIME FOR NOVE
(4
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TUNE ENGINE
LUBRICATE CHASSIS
ADJUST BRAKES
CHECK COOLING SYSTEM
WASH AND POLISH

OQur trained mechan-
ics, authorized parts,
and modern equip-
ment can safeguard
the value and built-in
quality of your car.

Our Scientific Oldsmobile “‘Thanksgiving Service” is
recommended now to protect your transportation . ..
assure winter-long safety, comfort, and operating econ-
omy ... and keep you rolling till Spring rolls around!

SAFE TRAVELS THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT THE
STATEN ISLAND REGION AACA

SIRAACA




From the SIRAACA Archive

Former member Jim Spadafora, who
joined our club in its founding year,
recently sent us a number of old pho-
tographs taken at our 3rd Annual
Car Show at Wagner College, held
on October 14, 1979. Jim lives in Ber-
wick, PA these days, and once won
our raffle car (a 1953 Chevrolet).

Located on the football field with
sweeping views of the Narrows from
the top of the bleachers, the first pho-
to looks towards the pre-war side of
the show field. Plenty of 1920’s and
1930’s cars were common sights at
shows back then.

The second photo looks towards the
bleachers at a section of early post-
war cars, including this 1949 Buick
fastback sedan.

Considering the cars were kept
within the boundaries of the playing
field, which is about 160 feet wide,
each row of cars probably held 15 or
16 cars. With allowances for driv-
ing lanes, we may have had 11 or 12
rows. 200 cars would have filled the
show field, less than half of what we
draw these days.

The SIRAACA Archive is a treasure
trove of old photos, articles and arti-
facts that represent our club’s history
dating back to our founding in 1974.
These are not centrally collected, but
in the hands of the many members
past and present. If you have some-
thing from the past that you’d like to
share here, let us know.

ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE, CLUB

STATEN ISLAND REGION, EsT. 1974

o . R

This was our first show held at Wagner following two years at St. Dorothy’s Academy. At the

far right near he field’s entrance, Joe Martin’s 1911 Hupmobile Model 20 Touring car greeted

attendees. We think the light colored car at the left of the photo is Tony Spataro’s Delahaye,

circa 1948. Note the ragtime band bottom right. (photos courtesy of Jim Spadafora.)
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1949 marked the debut of Buick’s VentiPorts. Those on early '49’s are actually vents, but they
soon become closed off ornaments. The Super featured three per side, while the Roadmaster

had four.
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The SIRAACA Time Machine

Here’s quite a specific dial in for the Time Machine - April 23, 1929. We’re on Arthur Kill Road west of
the NW corner of Fisher Avenue, in front of an Oakland and Pontiac dealership. We spent a while trying
to tie this business to what dealers we know were operating at the time, and in the 1933 Polk Business
Directory, we see that this was an outpost of the Drinnan Garage’s Pontiac at 1335 Castleton Avenue. We
visited that site a few times already, most recently in June 2023. Even though we’d love a view inside
the front windows, the reason we don’t might be more interesting. While we haven’t identified the make
of this “bus”, a closer look shows that it’s actually a rolling grocery store. The beltline of the bus reads
“South Shore Motor Grocery”, and you can see what appears to be canned goods stocked inside. We're
still hoping to discover more about this business, and encourage any leads you might be able to share.
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If you're curious about the open touring car with the
unique top, we can tell you that’s referred to as a
“California top”. It’s typically an aftermarket hard
top that mimicked the eventually popular closed se-
dan body style. At right is a factory promo photo of
a 1927 Oakland, one type of car that this dealership
would have sold to a Staten Islander. The wheels

and rear fend-
er line seem to
match those on

(_)farbetterprinting that touring car

ON-DemMAND PRINT CENTER OAKLAND SIX LANDAU-COUPE Body by Fisher:
$1125 f. o. h. Pontiac, Mich.

43 Hillel Place
Brooklyn, NY 11210 Joseph Portagallo

Tel 718.859.3137
Fax 718.421.4761

M-Th 8am-6:30pPm
sales@farbetterprinting.com Fri 8AM-5PM
www.printingservicebrooklyn.com Sat 10am - 3pPM
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