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Trivia  Ques t ion:  The  f i r s t  car  wi th  a  modern speed  contro l  s y s t em was  the  1958 Impe-
r ia l ,  ca l l ed  “auto-pi lo t” .   Which company renamed and marketed  i t  a s  “crui s e - contro l”  ?

Vintage Advertising
In 1986, Yugo ran this ad in an 
attempt to equate their cheap 
auto with the iconic Ford Model 
T and Volkswagen Beetle.  Alas,   
the Yugo fell quite short of those 
lofty goals.  It was sold in the US 
from 1985 through 1992, selling 
a total of 141,651 on our shores.  
The Yugo was built by Zastava 
Automobiles, known more for 
collaborations with Fiat in Eu-
rope.  Malcolm Bricklin eventu-
ally acquired import rights after  
Yugo displayed at the 1984 Los 
Angeles Auto Show.

Alas, a combination of poor qual-
ity, the unraveling of Yugoslavia 
and subsequent NATO bombing 
of Zastava’s auto division in-
stead of their arms division was 
enough kill the Yugo here.

By comparison, Ford sold more 
than 15 million Model Ts, and 
VW sold more than 21 million 
Beetles.          

     

In This Issue
Raffle Car at The Mount.

New Dorp High School show. 

The SIRAACA Garage has anoth-
er century-old car in its midst.

The SIRAACA Time Machine 
visits the Prospect Garage and 
its surroundings.

Answer: Cadillac.  In 1965, AMC called it “cruise command”

Did you know? The Yugo’s 1,100cc engine made 55 horsepower, and 
its top speed was 86mph.  It was the slowest car sold in the USA.
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Minutes of the 576th Meeting 
May 7, 2024

1.  The 576th meeting of the Staten Island Region AACA was called to 
order at 7:15 pm on May 7 at The Square on Annadale.  After reciting 
the Pledge of Allegiance and offering a moment of silence, the minutes 
of the previous meeting were accepted as read. 

2.  Paul Jr. began with a recap of our Spring Dust-Off.  Considering an 
AWOL deejay, a chilly day and a car fire in the spectator parking lot, 
we still made out well.  A special thank you to Bob Ferone for “dusting 
off” his DJ equipment to provide us with sound and tunes.

3.  The raffle car took in $2,035 at the Dust-Off.  Its next appearance will 
be at Hot Rods & Harleys in Rahway on May 11.  Members volunteered 
to help judge at that show as well as sell raffle tickets.

4.  The raffle car will also be on hand at the New Dorp High School 
show on June 2.  Members will also help them select their Top 50 award 
winners.

5.  The Food Truck Festival at Mt. Loretto will be on June 7-9.  We will 
once again have our raffle car alongside the performance stage and will 
ask members to volunteer for one of several shifts to sell tickets.  The 
event features live music all weekend long.

6.  Members wishing to participate in the Memorial Day Parade on For-
est Avenue should check in with Artie Guarnieri.  There are local cruise 
nights planned for the end of June on South Avenue and at Sunrise As-
sisted Living in New Dorp.  Details on those to follow.

7.  The club began discussing ways to commemorate our 50th Anniver-
sary with swag and media.

8.  Phil gave a treasury report, with all in order.

9.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:20.  The 50/50 collected a whopping  
$92.  Joe D’Amore won $46.

					     Respectfully submitted,				  
					     Tony DiAngelo, Secretary    
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FEATURE   club happenings

S I R A AC A

Raffle Car at  Food Truck Festival 
Once again, we were welcomed back by Catho-
lic Charities of Staten Island to their Food Truck 
Festival at Mount Loretto for a three day event 
featuring great food and live music.  Parked 
in our usual spot alongside the performance 
stage, we took advantage of fantastic weather 
and strong attendance to sell a total of $2,490 in 
raffles on our 1987 Camaro IROC-Z.  As always, 
we thank the members who volunteered to 
spend some time with us that weekend and help 
us reach our best total for this event.  Special 
thanks to Bob Johnson, who serves as the emcee 
for the event and routinely reminds the crowds 
to stop by our tent.  Another shout out goes to 
Mike Gorgia, who walks among the revelers in 
the beer & sangria garden to sell them raffles.  
To date, the raffle car has appeared at four key 
events, beginning with our Spring Dust-Off.  
We have sold $6,661 across those events, run-
ning ahead of last year at the same point in the 
season.  There are a few cruise nights coming up 
at we wrap up June next where we hope to keep 
the momentum going.      

Paul Arena,  Sr.  Memorial  Award Presented at  NDHS Show 
A number of SIRAACA members were on hand 
at the New Dorp High School Car Show to help 
the organizers judge entrants and select a few 
special award winners.  Others set up our tent 
and manned the raffle car ticket sales, remind-
ing buyers that last year ’s winner was a NDHS 
teacher who bought her tickets at the same 
event.  Paul Jr. was asked to pick a vehicle from 
the 1960’s to receive the newly created award in 
memory of his father.  With the choice coming 
down to three cars, he was then also asked to 
pick a Best Corvette and Best in Show.  Suddenly, 
all three cars found a place among the winners, 
with Tony Yeras winning the 1960’s trophy for 
his AACA National Award winning 1968 Grand 
Prix.  Best in Show went to a 1969 Camaro (next 
page) and Best Corvette to an NCRS Top Flight 
1965 Roadster.  Afterwards, Tony promised that 
the trophy would be displayed right next to his 
AACA National Awards for all to see.  
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Our next monthly meeting is on Tuesday, June 4.  Odds are 
we are returning to The Square on Annadale, and we will 

confirm that with all before that date. 
 Start time is typically around 7:00 PM.

The club will provide pizza and soda, and members can 
purchase additional or alternate items on their own.

- NEXT MEETING - June 4

C o v e r :  B o b  J o h n s o n’s  Fo r d  M u s t a n g  M a c h  I .  ( p h o t o   b y  Pa u l  J r. )

S I R A AC A

From Paul Jr.
Well, it looks like this newsletter 
will only be three weeks late, so 
I’ve reduced the backlog just a 
bit.  I aim to get July out before 
the Fourth, ideally by our meet-
ing date of July 2.  Yes, we are into 
the summer, with every weekend 
seemingly booked for a vacation 
or BBQ or car show.  Hopefully, 
the erosion at Great Kills Park 
doesn’t continue to swallow up 
the parking lot where we gather 
every Sunday morning, and we 
have our weekly outlet for a morn-
ing cruise.  If evening cruises are 
more to your liking, there will be 
one starting at 5:00 PM on the last 
Wednesday of June, July, and Au-
gust at Pienza Pizza, which is at 
Corporate Commons Three, be-
hind the Commons Cafe on South 
Avenue.  For those of you that re-
cently attended the AACA Meet 
in Saratoga, the Cadillac LaSalle 
Nationals in Gettysburg, or local 
shows in the area, please send me 
a pic and an email with some de-
tails and I can fill these newslet-
ters with ease (I’m certain we’ll 
have a Phil Boffa-Kevin Keenan 
tale to tell about the AACA Spring 
National Meet).  Until next time, 
stay cool!  - Paul Jr.

As the summer months draw near, please begin efforts to ask for tro-
phy donations for our fall show.  Many of you have repeat donors 
who graciously give each year, and some of us have brought in new 
ones in the last year or so.  Inevitably we lose some, and hope to gain 
more in their place.  Any business is suitable, as are “personal” do-
nors who choose to do so in memory of someone or just to show their 
support.  As a reminder, a First Place trophy is $50, a Second Place 
is $40, a Third Place is $30, while all three are $100.  You can use the 
business side of our fall flyer as a means to collect the donation.  If 
you need help recalling who you brought in last year, ask Paul Jr.  If 
you want help from seasoned trophy sellers, ask Tony DiAngelo or 
Mike Signorile for tips.  Remember, trophies are our biggest expense 
but our efforts can easily cover their cost if everyone pitches in.

Trophy Donations for 2024 

1 9 6 9  C a m a r o  S S  wa s  a  B e s t  i n  S h o w  w i n n e r  a t  N e w  D o r p  H i g h  S c h o o l  ca r  s h o w.   S e e  s t o r y  o n 
p r e v i o u s  p a g e.   ( p h o t o  b y  Pa u l  J r. ) .
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Inside the SIRAACA Garage

There is always room for Henry Ford’s 
Model T in the SIRAACA Garage.  
This one is a 1923 touring owned by 
Enrico Ferrara, a sister to our other 
‘23 owned by Tony Ventrice.

Enrico recentlty entered it into his 
first car show at the West Orange 
Street Fair.  It was clearly the fan fa-
vorite as it drew many onlookers who 
all stopped to pose for a picture with 
it.  That’s no surprise, as it’s not ev-
ery day that you see a car that’s more 
than 100 years old looking this good.

The touring car was far and away 
the most popular offering from Ford 
that year.  They initially sold for $298 
when first released on October 17, 
1922.  Adding an optional starter and 
demountable rims bumped the cost 
to $393.  Prices came down a bit by 
October of 1923.  This year’s model 
featured a one-man top and sloping 
windshield.  If it had a starter, the 
headlamps were six-volt electric and 
it came with a small electric tailight.  

Like all T’s, Enrico’s features a 177 
cu. in. 4-cylinder engine, producing 
20hp and a top speed of 45mph.  Slow 
and steady then, and still steady 100 
years later..    

The SIRAACA Garage is home to all 
of our members’ cars, past and pres-
ent.  Has your car been featured yet?  
Make sure you get the details to Paul 
Jr. if you want to share your car with 
us all.
.
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Upcoming Events
Load up your car and head out to one of these upcoming events:

•  AACA Eastern Spring Nationals, Saratoga, NY - June 20-22
•  Cars Care Car Show, College of Staten Island - June 23
•  South Avenue Crusie Night, Pienza Pizza at the Teleport - June 26
•  New Monmouth Diner Cruise Nights, 1887 Rt. 35N - Mondays
•  Arbor Hose Co. Benefit Car Show, 1780 W. 7th St., Piscataway - June 22
•  Mecum Harrisburg, Penna Farm Show Complex - July 24-27
•  New Hope Automobile Show, New Hope Solebury H.S..- August 10

A l l  M o d e l  T ’s  w e r e  o f f e r e d  o n l y  i n  b l a c k  f r o m  1 9 1 4  t h r o u g h  1 9 2 5 .   I n  l a t e  1 9 2 6 ,  o p e n  ca r s  w e r e 
o f f e r e d  i n  P h o e n i x  B r o w n  o r  G u n m e t a l  B l u e.   D r i v i n g  o n e  i s  u n l i ke  d r i v i n g  o t h e r  ca r s ,  a s  t e h 
t h r o t t l e  i s  co n t r o l l e d  b y  h a n d,  a n d  r e v e r s e  i s  co n t r o l l e d  b y  f o o t .  ( p h o t o  b y  E n r i co  Fe r ra ra )     
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The SIRAACA Time Machine

I n  t h e  1 9 4 0  p h o n e  b o o k ,  t h e r e  i s  a  Pr o s p e c t  A u t o  L a u n d r y  l i s t e d  -  p e r h a p s  t h a t ’s  t h e  n e w 
g a ra g e  t h a t ’s  o f f e r i n g  a  s i m o n i z i n g.   To d a y,  t h e  v i e w  o n  Pr o s p e c t  S t r e e t  i s  m u c h  d i f f e r e n t .  
Sw i f t ’s  a n d  t h e  m a c h i n e  s h o p  a r e  g o n e  a n d  r e m a i n  a n  e m p t y  l o t .   T h e  t w o  g a ra g e s  a r e  i n co r-
p o ra t e d  i n t o  a  s i n g l e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  m a y  s t i l l  b e  ca l l e d  H a l l  O n  T h e  B a y  .   P h o t o s  co u r t e s y  o f 
N Y P L  ( 1 9 2 9  v i e w )  a n d  N YC  M u n i c i p a l  A r c h i v e s  ( 1 9 4 0  v i e w s ) .

Working off a lead from a 1921-22 listing for the Prospect Garage, we wound the SIRAACA Time Machine 
back to 1929 for a hopeful look at a still thriving auto business renting fancy Packards and limousines.  
The brick building retained the 
name, but was it still in business?  
We tried knocking there, as well 
as the sign shop and machine 
shop it sat between, but no luck.  
We jumped ahead 11 years for an-
other look.  The painted brick sign 
was now greatly faded, and a sign 
in the window read, “Garage for 
Rent”.  The other sign, however, 
read “Packard Cars for Hire”.  A 
newer garage was built in place 
of the rickety old sign shop, and 
written on its wall was “Cars Si-
monized”.  While we had the Time 
Machine cleaned and waxed, we 
checked out Mathison’s old pick-
up truck.  We’re fairly certain it 
was a 1933 International D1.   We 
also walked down to the larger 
building with the loading dock.  It 
was Swift & Company, makers of 
Swift’s Premium ham, bacon and 
sausage (1940-era truck below).        


