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Trivia  Ques t ion:  In  1977,  Oldsmobi l e  o f f e red  a  s tandard four  cy l inder  engine  for  the 
f i r s t  t ime s ince  1922.   What  subcompact  mode l  f ea tured that  engine?

Vintage Advertising
Oldsmobile introduced a new 
price leader for their full-sized 
cars with the 1964 Jetstar 88.  
Think of it as a full-size 88 with 
components from their inter-
mediate F-85 (Cutlass) models.  
That meant a 330 V8 and Jetaway 
two-speed automatic instead of 
a 394 and a three-speed.  As a re-
sult, the Dynamic 88 moved up a 
notch, and the Super 88 entered 
its final year.

Olds also introduced a Jetstar I 
in 1964 to compete with the Pon-
tiac Grand Prix.  It was a lesser 
equipped Starfire, but its 394 
was mated to the Jetaway trans-
mission.

Jetstar 88 came in a 2-door hard-
top and convertible, as well as a 
4-door sedan and 4-door hard-
top.  

     

In This Issue
Holiday cheer to end our year 

Jeff Tucker ’s 1967 Ford sees the 
light of day

Remembering “Gunner” 
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Kills

Answer: The Starfire, in its third go around with Olds.  It emerged again in 1975 with a 
Buick V6 before the switch to a four two years later.

Did you know? Ransom E. Olds is the only American automotive 
pioneer to sell at least one vehicle of each power mode: steam, elec-
tric, gas and diesel.



RAGTOPS & RUMBLESEATS 

January 2024

Volume 31, Number 1

SIRAACA Who’s Who

EDITOR - 

Paul Arena, Jr.

parena2@verizon.net

PRESIDENT - 

Paul Arena, Jr. 

parena2@verizon.net

VICE PRESIDENT - 

Artie Guarnieri 

artie.guarnieri@verizon.net

SECRETARY - 

Tony DiAngelo - badbird70@aol

TREASURER - 

Phil Boffa - phil.boffa@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY -

(currently unfillled)

who@where.com

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS -

Rocco Pompa

WEBMASTER - siraaca@yahoo.com

Frank Nathanson 

www.siraaca.aaca.com

Minutes of the 572nd Meeting 
November 7, 2023 (reprinted)

1.  The 572nd meeting of the Staten Island Region AACA was called 
to order at 7:13pm on November 7 at The Square on Annadale.  After 
reciting the Pledge of Allegiance and offering a moment of silence, the 
minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as read. 

2.  Artie Guarnieri recapped the Trunk or Treat Halloween event held 
for Lifestyles for the Disabled, and thanked all who participated with 
their old cars.  Our attendance was greatly appreciated.

3.  Kevin Keenan led a discussion about the Linden Car Show at Avia-
tion Plaza.  They still lack a competent judging effort, but we as a club 
voted unanimously that it’s not for us to fix it.  There are too many 
risks to our reputation for little reward.

4.  Please remember to renew your annual AACA national membership 
before December 31.  

5.  This year ’s Holiday Party will be held at La Strada Restaurant on 
New Dorp Lane on Sunday, December 17, from 2:00 to 6:00.  All mem-
bers who contributed to the club efforts this year are entitled to attend 
along with a guest.  Others can pay $55/pp to attend.

6.  We will once again donate new, unwrapped toys to the Richard 
Gardner Memorial Toy Drive at our Holiday Party.  We ask those who 
attend to also bring a new, unwrapped toy to add to the donation.

7.  Keep up the raffle car hunt.  

8.  There was no treasurer report this month.

9.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:13.  The 50/50 collected $40.  Pat Co-
labella won $20, and Mike Signorile won the Thanksgiving Gift Card.

     Respectfully submitted,    
     Tony DiAngelo, Secretary    
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FEATURE   club happenings

S I R A AC A

SIRAACA Gathers for Holiday Party

For the first time, La Strada Restaurant on New 
Dorp Lane was the site for this year ’s SIRAACA 
Annual Holiday Party.  The private room was 
filled to capacity with members to enjoy din-
ner and drinks, with plenty of time left to spend 
winning holiday raffles and door prizes.  Presi-
dent Paul Jr. thanked everyone for all of the time 
they devote to the club’s efforts and continued 
success.  The family of NYPD Officer Richard 
Gardner stopped by again to receive our do-
nated toys, which were earmarked to be given 
out by Santa’s Christmas Eve visits to RUMC 
and Staten Island University Hospital.  Special 
thanks to club secretary Tony DiAngelo for tak-
ing care of all of the arrangements, and a tip of 
the cap to Bob Ferone for donating his Harbor-
view Estates wine to the prize pool.

Trip to 3 Dog Garage is  Saturday,  January 13
For those members who RSVP’d with the intent of visiting the 3 Dog Garage alongside the NJRAACA, 
please note that our tour slot is from 11:00 to 1:30.  There is no entry fee, but all guests will sign their 
Guest Registry, so we hope to arrive by 10:30 to lessen any traffic jams at the entry table.  Parking is lim-
ited, so carpooling where possible is highly recommended.  There is street parking as well as a nearby 
CVS/Dollar Tree parking lot.  The collection is housed in two different buildings.  Garage One is 15 South 
Madison Street, Boyertown, PA.  Garage Two is at 704 East Fourth Street.  After the tour, suggested lunch 
spots include Mamma Maria’s, The Other Farm, Grind, Argento’s Pizzeria or the Iron Stone.  Afterwards, 
consider a short ride to Pottstown to ride the second oldest operating wooden carousel in the country.  
Look out for an email from Paul Jr. with a map of the locations and other details regarding the trip.               

Jeff  Tucker ’s  1967 Ford 
Before Jeff Tucker passed away in 2019, he made 
it known to several people that he wanted the  
club to inherit his 1967 Ford Galaxie 500.  It 
seems as though his wish is finally being grant-
ed, as the status of his estate becomes clearer.  
We recently had a chance to visit his garage, 
where the car sits quietly under several years of 
dust, yet shows no sign of wear.  No keys were 
found (likely left behind after his passing at Sea 
View’s hospice), so we are having the locks and 
ignition replaced.  With some air in the tires, 
fresh gas in the tank and a new battery under 
the hood, and we hope be able to drive the car 
out of there in the coming month.      
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Please note that there will be no monthly meeting in Janu-
ary.  We meet again on Tuesday, February 6.  Odds are we 
are returning to The Square on Annadale, and we will con-

firm that with all before that date.  Enjoy the month off!

- NEXT MEETING - February 6

C o v e r :  1 9 4 6  Fo r d  1 -To n  C l u b  S t a t i o n  Wa g o n  w i t h  a  b o d y  b y  C a m p b e l l ,  s h o w n  a t  H e r s h e y  i n  2 0 2 3  w h e r e  i t  w o n  i t s  S e n i o r. .  ( p h o t o   b y  Pa u l  J r. )

S I R A AC A

From the President
I heard that some folks were still 
taking their cars out to Great Kills 
Beach on Sundays, as recently as 
New Year ’s Eve.  I guess as long 
as the weather allows, why not.  
Soon however, our roads will get 
salted for bad weather, and those 
cars too will take a break and sit 
out winter.  That doesn’t mean 
you cannot still enjoy the hob-
by.  Some of us are heading out 
to the 3 Dog Garage for a tour of 
that collection.  Others might be 
heading out to Auto Mania, the 
indoor swap meet in Allentown 
on January 19-21.  If you prefer 
the warmth of your home, Bar-
rett-Jackson’s Scottsdale auction 
will be televised January 20-28, 
as part of Arizona Car Week.  No 
matter how you cope with the 
winter, take heart in knowing it’ll 
be over before you know it, fol-
lowed by spring. - Paul Jr.

Hopefully all of you remembered to renew your national AACA mem-
bership before it expired on December 31.  If the bustle of the holiday 
season led you to forget, please do so as soon as you can.  We will col-
lect our local dues at the February meeting.  The yearly fee is still $20, 
and we will accept either cash or a check made out to SIRAACA.               

Local & National Dues 

Remembering “Gunner” and His Start 
There may not be many members today who were in the club in its 
early years, perhaps only Paul Arena, who joined in 1976.  Even so, 
there could be many more of you who know the name John Gunnell, 
also known as “Gunner”.  John was a member of our region in those 
early years, contributing artwork and articles and editing our news-
letter (below left).  He eventually left Staten Island with his 1953 Pon-
tiac in 1978 for Iola, WI. Working at Krause Publications he not only 
wrote and then edited for Old Cars Weekly, but also penned many 
automotive history books, price guides, and Standard Catalogs.  John 
passed away in August at the age of 75.                  
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Inside the SIRAACA Garage

We return to The SIRAACA Garage 
this month with a look at one of the 
uncommon cars found inside.  This 
is a 1959 Lancia Flaminia Berlina, 
owned by Don Bosco.  It was ac-
quired out of an estate in Rosebank, 
and its all-original interior features a 
rare MPH speedometer (below).

The Flaminia made its debut in 1957.  
It was named after a Roman road, 
which was a Lancia tradition.  Ber-
lina is an Italian name for a sedan.

Don’s Lancia has a 2.5 liter six, and is 
one of 3,344 Berlinas built with that 
engine between the years of 1957 and 
1970.  Another 599 were built with 2.8 
liter engines.  The body design is by 
Pinin Farina.

  

The SIRAACA Garage is home to all 
of our members’ cars, past and pres-
ent.  Has your car been featured yet?  
Make sure you get the details to Paul 
Jr. if you want to share your car with 
us all.

S I R A AC A

H a r d  t o  i m a g i n e  t h i s  i s  a  ca r  f r o m  1 9 5 9 ,  co n s i d e r i n g  A m e r i ca n  ca r s  t h a t  y e a r  w e r e  e n o r m o u s, 
c h r o m e - l a d e n  a n d  f i n n e d  t o  t h e  h e a v e n s.  ( p h o t o s  b y  D o n  B o s co ) . 

O r i g i n a l  s e a t s  a r e  i n  n e a r l y - n e w  co n d i t i o n .   I n t e r e s t i n g  s c r i p t  a p p e a r s  t o  r e a d  “ Fl a w i u i a”.  
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The SIRAACA Time Machine

H a r t u n g’s  E s s o  s e r v i ce  s t a t i o n  w h e r e  t h e  A m b o y  G a ra g e  wa s.  A  N a s h  M e t r o p o l i t a n  a n d  a  ‘ 5 5 
C h e v y  ca n  b e  s e e n  p a r ke d  a t  t h e  m a r ke t ,  w i t h  w h a t  m a y  b e  a  K a i s e r  i n  b e t w e e n  t h e m .

T h e  ca r  a t  l e f t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  1 9 3 8  D o d g e,  b u t  w e’r e  n o t  ce r t a i n  a b o u t  t h e  b r e a d  va n .   Pe r -
h a p s  i t  i s  a  1 9 3 6  o r  s o  G M C .   ( p h o t o s  co u r t e s y  o f  S . I .  H i s t o r i ca l  S o c i e t y )    

Following a successful trip back to 1914 last month, we were feeling 
good about the Time Machine and dialed in the Amboy Garage, circa 
1921.  Located at 3952 Amboy Road at the end of Giffords Lane, they 
were selling the Elgin, an auto that was built from 1919 through 1923.  
Unfortunately, our first attempt only got us back to 1955.   

We gave the Time Machine a couple of minutes to recharge and tried again.  The Amboy Garage is listed 
in the 1940 phonebook, so we traveled back another 15 years but there were no old Elgin cars in sight
The Amboy Garage was pump-
ing Amoco instead of Esso at that 
time, and someone was putting 
air in the front left tire of his two-
door sedan when we happened 
by.  The Elgin ad above was one of 
a few we found in The Advance.  
Another noted 1922 Elgin prices: a 
touring car was $1,295, sports and 
roadsters were $1,345, and sedans 
and coupes were $2,350.  Those 
were in line with other six cylin-
der cars of the day.    

Did you know? The Elgin Motor Car Company was formed by execu-
tives from the Elgin Watch Company.  As a nod to its roots, the car  
was advertised with such slogans as “The Car of the Hour” and “Built 
Like a Watch”.


