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Trivia  Ques t ion:  Who invented  the  e l e c t r i c  barber  c l ipper s ,  suppl i ed  engine s  for  the  Olds 
Motor  Vehic l e  Company,  and then went  on to  found both  Cadi l lac  and Linco ln? 

Vintage Advertising
Willys-Overland was encourag-
ing folks in 1926 to buy one “on 
time” because “everybody is do-
ing it”.  Their car makes a won-
derful Christmas gift, “a gift you 
can afford”, “a gift you need” 
and a “gift for which every 
member of your household will 
everlastingly thank you from the 
bottom of their hearts!”  Sounds 
better than a half-hearted thanks 
as they toss the new socks you 
bought them into their drawer.

1926 happened to be Overland’s 
final year, with Whippet arriving 
to take its place in 1927.  Three 
models (91, 92, 93) were offered.  
The 93, seen here, featured a lon-
ger wheelbase and the 38hp six.  
It came in touring, coupe and se-
dan body styles.      

In This Issue
Uncommon cars at Linden, NJ 
car show

SIRAACA members help a Flori-
da AACA member buy a car

“Sketchy” memories of a 1930 
Lincoln from The SIRAACA Ar-
chive

The SIRAACA Time Machine 
tracks another “trollibus” at its 
turnpike turnaround

Answer: Henry Leland.  In 1902, he was hired by The Henry Ford Company to appraise 
it for liquidation.  He instead suggested they reorganize, thus forming Cadillac.  

Did you know? Willys brought back the Overland name briefly in 
1939.  That model was soon renamed as the Willys Americar.     
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EDITOR - 

Paul Arena, Jr.

parena2@verizon.net

PRESIDENT - 

Paul Arena, Jr. 

parena2@verizon.net

VICE PRESIDENT - 

Artie Guarnieri 

artie.guarnieri@verizon.net

SECRETARY - 

Tony DiAngelo - badbird70@aol

TREASURER - 

Phil Boffa - phil.boffa@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY -

(currently unfillled)

who@where.com

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS -

Rocco Pompa

WEBMASTER - siraaca@yahoo.com

Frank Nathanson 

www.siraaca.aaca.com

Minutes of the 562nd Meeting 
November 8, 2022

1.  The 562nd meeting of The Staten Island Region AACA was called 
to order at 7:15 on November 8 at Pro Sho Sound.  After reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance and offering a moment of silence, the minutes of 
the 561st meeting were accepted as read.

2.  Members recapped our judging efforts at the Linden car show.  Kev-
in Keenan, who tried helping the show organizers plan out a judging 
and award program, went into detail about their lack of commitment 
and understanding, and subsequent lack of respect for our help.  It’s 
agreed that we will decline any future requests to help them.

3.  Mike Signorile recapped the New Dorp Lane Show and thanked 
those who volunteered to help that day.

4.  Paul Jr. told a story of how an AACA member in Miami leveraged 
our club to help him buy a 1969 Road Runner convertible that was 
for sale on Staten Island.  Paul gathered up Tony DiAngelo and Mike 
Signorile and they evaluated the car while broadcasting the effort via 
Face Time to the buyer.  We learned afterwards that a deal was struck 
and the buyer donated $150 to the club as a thank you.

5.  New donor certificates have been printed and we will combine them 
with dash plaques and thank you letters before we give them out this 
year.

6.  Paul Jr. is making an effort to reach out to former members from our 
club’s early years in the hope that they have photos and details to make 
more of our history available to look back on or see for the first time.  If 
long time members have photos to share, or contact info for others who 
do please let him know.

7.  We will announce details for the upcoming Holiday Party as soon as 
the date and location are known.  We will be donating new toys again 
this year to the Richard Gardner Memorial Toy Drive.  

8.  Ideas for alternate meeting places are welcome for 2023.

9.  Best of luck to Bob Columbia, who recently purchased a 1966 Thun-
derbird   

10.  Phil Boffa gave an updated treasury report, showing all in order.  

11.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:25.  The 50/50 collected $51.  Paul 
Arena won $26.  Phil Boffa won the Thanksgiving turkey gift card, and 
Bob Columbia won a Rock Auto Gift Certificate.

     Respectfully submitted,    
     Tony DiAngelo, Secretary    
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FEATURE   club happenings

S I R A AC A

The October car show at Aviation Plaza in Lin-
den typically sees more than 700 vehicles fill the 
parking lot if Mother Nature cooperates.  This 
year a persistent drizzle mixed with on and off 
rain kept attendance to less than 250 vehicles.  
Even so, we spotted a number of unique cars 
that braved the weather for a chance to be seen.  
These three examples represent interest in both 
foreign imports as well as cars not sold here in 
the United States.  At top is a 1973 Mazda RX-
2.  We are familiar with the RX-7 and RX-8, but 
never thought to consider what RX came before. 
The red car is a 1974 Toyota Corolla.  Again, we 
don’t know much about these cars, so we can’t 
validate authenticity (well, those LED head-
lights are incorrect).  We do recognize condition, 
however, and this car was very clean and well-
kept.  The black car is a 1992 Chevrolet Opala 
Comodoro.  This car was sold in South America, 
built by GM in Brazil.  This was the first one we 
ever heard of, let alone seen in person.

Our club had once again agreed to help the show 
organizer with judging, and a good number of 
our members came out despite the weather.  The 
small field certainly made our job easier, as did 
the fact that 80% of the cars would likely win a 
trophy.  Even so, much of our advice leading up 
to show was ignored, and we came away feeling 
unappreciated and dismissed. It is our decision 
to not return and help them next year.  

Unique Cars Appear in Rainy Linden

T h e  ra n g e  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  v e h i c l e s  a t  H e r s h e y  i s  u n s u r p a s s e d,  a n d  o n e  wa y 
t o  e n j o y  t h e m  a l l ,  s u c h  a s  t h i s  M o d e l  T  a n d  1 9 4 3  I n t e r n a t i o n a l,  i s  t o  wa t c h 
t h e m  a l l  d r i v e  i n  o r  d r i v e  o u t .  ( p h o t o s  b y  Pa u l  J r. )

National Dues Reminder 
With less than two months to go before we flip 
the calendar to 2023, this is a friendly remind-
er to renew your national AACA membership 
while it’s still 2022.  You have more than one 
option to do so, including mailing a check to 
AACA headquarters or providing a credit card 
via the AACA web store.  Annual dues are $45.  
In January, we will begin collection of our local 
dues, which remain $20.  Please refer to aaca.
org for online information on membership, or 
the insert found in the mailing of the Novem-
ber/December issue of your Antique Automobile 
magazine.           
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Our December meeting takes place during our 2022 Holi-
day Party, to be held on Sunday, December 18th from 2pm 
to 6pm at The RoadHouse, located at 1400 Clove Road.  
Please remember to bring new, unwrapped toys to include 
in our donation to the Richard Gardner Memorial Fund.

- NEXT MEETING - Holiday Party

C o v e r :  1 9 5 6  D o d g e  Po w e r  Wa g o n  s h o w s  o f f  a t  t h e  r e ce n t  s h o w  i n  L i n d e n ,  N J .  ( p h o t o  b y  Pa u l  J r. )

S I R A AC A

From the President
As we look towards putting an-
other year behind us and wel-
coming a new one, I am reminded 
of the value we find in our rela-
tionships.  We all have numer-
ous circles we are part of - family, 
lifelong friends, community and 
more.  We all share our car club 
circle, too.  Like the other circles, 
our members offer support to each 
other during times of grief, help 
in reaching new goals, and smiles 
and laughs along the way.  I hope 
all of us take a moment to recog-
nize that, and take advantage of 
the social connections our hobby 
provides.  Sometimes, those hob-
by connections are formed across 
great distances.  We helped a man 
from Miami buy a car on Staten 
Island without leaving his house 
(see story, right).  I run into “Dan 
from Pennsylvania” every year in 
Hershey who competed with his 
‘66 Skylark alongside my ‘67 Cut-
lass for over 20 years, and we im-
mediately pick up where we left 
off the previous year.  Each con-
nection we form expands our cir-
cle, sometimes they overlap into 
other circles,  and I think we all 
feel richer for it.  Let us all give 
thanks for what we have built 
personally through SIRAACA.  
Happy holidays to you and your 
families!      - Paul Jr.

SIRAACA Helps 1,260 Mile Sale 
One of the many benefits of belonging to the AACA is the automatic 
kinship you make with members from all over the United States and 
beyond.  An AACA member in Miami recently took advantage of that 
by contacting our club president asking for help in evaluating a 1969 
Plymouth Road Runner for sale on Staten Island.  Paul Jr. connected 
him with Mike Signorile and Tony DiAngelo, and then joined them 
both one morning to check out the car.  The car, a red convertible 
with a 383 and four-speed, recently won a first place trophy at our car 
show.  Mike conducted a thorough showing of the car via Facetime, 
while Tony pointed out a few spots that could be improved.  Even so, 
the car would easily win trophies on the local level and didn’t need 
much to compete for a national award.  We learned afterwards that 
the buyer made a deal to acquire the car, and he donated $150 to the 
club as a show of thanks for our help.

To n y  s n a p s  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  R o a d  R u n n e r ’s  e n g i n e  w h i l e  M i ke  ( w e a r i n g  t a n  ca p )  u s e s  h i s  p h o n e 
t o  b r o a d ca s t  t h e  ca r ’s  co n d i t i o n  t o  t h e  b u y e r  i n  M i a m i .  ( p h o t o  b y  Pa u l  J r. )
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From the SIRAACA Archive

Last month’s photo of John Fleming’s 
Packard included both John and fel-
low member Birger Nilsen.  Birger 
owned an equally impressive 1930’s 
car.  Seen here is a sketch of his 1930 
Lincoln Model 185 convertible road-
ster, bodied by LeBaron.  The drawing 
was done by SIRAACA member John  
“Gunner” Gunnell, and appeared in 
an old newsletter while Gunner was 
our club’s editor.

While we hunt for (and ask for help 
in finding) a photo of his car, we can 
tell you that Lincoln built just 100 of 
this particular model.  While termed a 
roadster, it was actually a convertible 
coupe with side windows.  A rumble 
seat doubled the passenger capacity 
to four, snugly fit two by two.  The 
car cost $6,900 when new.

Occasionally, one of these will show 
up at auction.  One failed to sell at 
RM’s Motor City auction in 2016, 
while another sold for $61,600 at 
Bonhams’ Amelia Island sale in 2017 
(photo at right, below).

If anyone knows what happened to 
Birger’s Lincoln, let us know.      

The SIRAACA Archive is a treasure 
trove of old photos, articles and arti-
facts that represent our club’s history 
dating back to our founding in 1974.  
These are not centrally collected, but 
in the hands of the many members 
past and present.  If you have some-
thing from the past that you’d like to 
share here, let us know.

S I R A AC A

N e w e r  m e m b e r s  m o s t  l i ke l y  d o  n o t  r e m e m b e r  J o h n  G u n n e l l ,  b u t  m i g h t  r e co g n i z e  h i s  n a m e.  
A f t e r  m o v i n g  o f f  o f  S t a t e n  I s l a n d,  h e  w e n t  o n  t o  w r i t e  f o r  O l d  C a r s  We e k l y  a n d  co n t r i b u t e d  t o 
m a n y  o l d  ca r  r e f e r e n ce  b o o k s  f r o m  K ra u s e  Pu b l i ca t i o n s,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  “ S t a n d a r d  C a t a l o g  o f 
A m e r i ca n  C a r s  1 9 4 6 - 1 9 7 5 ”.   We  h o p e  t o  m a ke  co n t a c t  w i t h  h i m  a s  w e l l  a s  w e  l o o k  t o  e x p a n d 
o u r  a r c h i v e.   T h e  p h o t o  b e l o w  i s  n o t  B i r g e r ’s  ca r,  b u t  o n e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  1 0 0  s u c h  L i n co l n’s  b u i l t .  
( p h o t o  co u r t e s y  o f  B o n h a m s ) .

 ( P h o t o  b y  Pa u l  J r. )
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WANTED:
DONATED VEHICLES.

Any make, model, 
year and condition.

Tax deductible.
Call  917-626-0233

The SIRAACA Time Machine
  ( f r o m  N YC  M u n i c i p a l  A r c h i v e s )

We continued our chase of Staten Island’s trackless trolleys by landing our SIRAACA Time Machine at the 
corner of Jewett Avenue & Richmond Turnpike (now Victory Boulevard) on May 29, 1924.  Here we see 
No. 3 of the fleet’s original eight vehicles built by the Atlas Truck Company out of York, PA.  By this time, 
they were in service nearly three years.  Notice the overhead lines that supplied electricity to the trolley 
bus via a swiveling collector pole.  The circular array of wiring here allowed the trolley to turn around, as 
this junction was the end of the line in Meier ’s Corners.  A pair of 25hp GE motors could potentially move 
these bricks at 30mph, flat out and downhill, but they typically were clocked doing 12mph.  It’s hard to 
read the faded words painted on the side of the trolley bus; above the windows reads “The City of New 
York”, and above the wheels reads “Department of Plants and Structures”.  Interesting details in the back-
ground include the Clover ice cream and hot dog stand, what appears to be a Model T touring car, and 
Thomas Roulstons, one of a chain of many grocery stores across the island that lasted into the 1950’s.     


