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Trivia  Ques t ion:   What  1920’s - era  automobi l e  f ea tured an emblem o f  a  top  hat  in s ide  a 
r ing ,  which  was  the  car  bui lder’s  WW I  94th Fighter  Squadron’s  emblem?

Vintage Advertising
Here’s a peek at a very hand-
some delivery truck from Inter-
national Harvester, a 1930 Model 
D-1.   IH had been manufactur-
ing trucks since 1907, starting 
with high-wheeler known as an 
Auto Wagon.

The roots of International reach  
back to the 1830’s when Cyrus 
McCormick patented his me-
chanical reaper.  In 1902, bank-
er J.P. Morgan combined Mc-
Cormick Harvesting Machine 
Co. with four other agricultural 
equipment firms to form Inter-
national Harvester.  Today it is 
known as Navistar.

While we don’t know production 
figures on these delivery trucks, 
we do know that you rarely if 
ever see one.  Did so many of 
these get run into the ground 
doing what trucks do, or were 
they all scrapped as beat-down 
ten-year olds for the war effort?     

    

In This Issue
Third Annual Community Day.

A look back at the AACA Grand 
National.

A return to the SIRAACA Garage 
to view a recent addition.

Answer: Rickenbacker, built by America’s leading fighter ace Eddie Rickenbacker.
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Minutes of the 494th Meeting 
July 5, 2016

1.  The 494th meeting of the Staten Island Region AACA was called 
to order by President Paul Jr. at 7:30 pm.  After reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance and a moment of silence, the minutes of the 493rd meeting 
were accepted as read.

2.  Kevin Keenan disputed the judges scoring at the AACA Grand Na-
tional and proved that his hose clamps were correct.  The VP of Judg-
ing reversed the deductions and Kevin was awarded his First Grand 
National.

3.  The New Dorp HS Show was not well attended.  Mike Signorile and 
Paul Arena helped them with judging.

4.  Paul Jr. recapped The Elegance at Hershey (five Duesenbergs on the 
show field).  Phil Boffa recapped the Barrett-Jackson auction at Mohe-
gan Sun.  Both events are must-see.

5.  Jeff Tucker drove his 1967 Galaxie in the Travis 4th of July Parade 
among a sea of Corvettes.

6.  The Community Day Show will be on July 9.  Members should arrive 
for 9:00.  Plans were finalized for the day’s set-up and logistics.

7.  We are considering a diecast medallion in place of a dash plaque for 
the 40th Annual Fall Show.  Pricing is the main consideration.

8.  The raffle car will be at Back to the Beach on July 16-17.  Volunteers 
needed on both days.  We have early and late shifts open.

9.  The SILive.com video series featuring members driving their cars 
has begun with Mike Signorile and his 1966 Skylark.  Look for future 
ones with Paul Arena’s 1948 Dodge, Rocky Pompa’s 1967 Mustang and 
more.

10.  Phil Boffa gave a treasury report, with all in order.

11.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm.  The 50/50 collected $24.00, 
with Tony DiAngelo winning $12.00.		

Respectfully submitted,

Tony DiAngelo, Secretary
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FEATURE   club happenings

S I R A AC A

Small  But Enthusiastic  Crowd for Community Day Car Show

A  s a m p l e  o f  t h e  w i n n i n g  a u t o s  t h a t  a t t e n d e d  o u r  C o m m u n i t y  D a y 
C a r  S h o w.   To p  l e f t  i s  a  1 9 5 3  B u i c k  S u p e r,  w i n n e r  o f  a  C a f e  C h o i ce 
Awa r d ;  To p  r i g h t  i s  a  1 9 6 8  Po n t i a c  G ra n d  Pr i x ,  w i n n e r  o f  t h e  B e s t 
D r e s s e d  Awa r d  f o r  a  ca r  w i t h  s k i r t s ;  A t  r i g h t  i s  a  t r i o  o f  w i n n e r s 
t h a t  s h o w  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  o u r  h o b b y :  a  1 9 7 3  M G ,  a  1 9 7 9  Fo r d 
T h u n d e r b i r d  a n d  a  1 9 5 8  C h e v r o l e t  I m p a l a .   A  p a r t i a l l y  o b s c u r e d 
1 9 6 5  C h e v r o l e t  I m p a l a  wa s  a n o t h e r  w i n n e r.   ( p h o t o s  b y  Pa u l  J r. )

Our 3rd Annual Community Day Car Show, in celebration of National Collector Car Appreciation Day, 
faced the threat of summer downpours.  With no rain date, and a goal to drive traffic through the Com-
mons Cafe to raise money, we encouraged people to come out in any car, even if was just to stop in, say 
hello, and grab some lunch (we all have to eat, right?)  As the threat of rain faded, the diehards came out, 
with about 35 or so vehicles on hand.  

We don’t formally judge the cars at our Community Day Car Show, but rather find cars that fit the themes 
of 15 different categories.  We focus on cars that may not be a first place winner at our fall show based 
on our formal judging.  It’s an opportunity to recognize certain cars for what they are - daily drivers, 
weekend cruisers, well-worn survivors or well-maintained originals.  That’s the spirit behind Collector 
Car Appreciation Day.  There’s something for everyone.

Favorite Orphan - 1981 Oldsmobile Cutlass, Gerard Guzman; Favorite Custom - 1983 Buick Regal, Chris 
Consalvo; Favorite Muscle Car - 1987 Buick Grand National, Dan Davis; Under Construction - 1983 
Coupe de Ville, Tom Thomas; Flashy Ford Award - 2013 Focus, Eric Long; Fabulous Fifties Award - 1958 
Impala, George Elder; Swinging Sixties Award - 1965 Impala, Jerry Esposito; Drivable Dream Award 
- 1976 Eldorado, Jimmy Pasquale; Best Dressed Award (Skirts) - 1968 Grand Prix, Tony Yeras; Favorite 
Unrestored - 1979 Thunderbird, Artie Guarnieri; Future Collectible - 2009 Pontiac G8, John Tallini; Sur-
vivor Award - 1978 Trans Am, Mike Fornito; 50 Years of Camaro - 1996 Camaro, David Long; Disco Diva 
Award - 1983 Eldorado, Joe Galante; Foreign Flavour Award - 1973 MG, Anthony Buzzanca; Cafe Choice 
Award - 1953 Buick Super, Tom Maroney; Cafe Choice Award- 2006 Corvette, Benny Bellini
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Our August meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 2 
at 7:00 pm, and will be held at the Staff House at Seaview 
Home & Hospital, located at 460 Brielle Avenue.  Each 
member is asked to contribute $3.00 towards the purchase 

of coffee and doughnuts.

- NEXT MEETING - August 2

C o v e r :  B o b  C o l u m b i a’s  M u s t a n g.  ( p h o t o  b y  Pa u l  J r. )

S I R A AC A

Members to Celebrate BCA’s 50th

From the President
We are less than two months away 
from holding our 40th Annual Fall 
Show.  I’m pretty sure there are 
a few of our members who have 
been around since the first show, 
which we held at St. Dorothy’s on 
Hylan Boulevard back in October, 
1977.  I was there, shadowing my 
father as an eight-year old.  Now 
my son, who’ll be eight-years old 
shortly, shadows us.  Maybe he’ll 
be helming our 80th Annual Show 
some day.

Returning back to the present, 
let’s all go full tilt towards se-
curing our sponsors, donors and 
raffle buyers.  With the summer 
marching on, we tend to forget 
how quickly the show will be 
here.  If you need any support, 
or have any ideas to grow, let us 
know.  - Paul Jr.

From the Editor
The SIRAACA Garage has re-
opened its doors to us this month 
with a look at Mike DiPilato’s 
Firebird.  I believe there are still 
some members’ cars (Don Bos-
co’s collection notwithstanding) 
that have yet to be featured.  I try 
and snag photos whenever I can, 
but you can help by sending me 
photos and some details as well.  
I’m also happy to report that I’ve 
been able to grab a good num-
ber of good (and hopefully great) 
cover photos for future issues.  If 
you recall, I “ran out” a couple of 
months ago and ran a blank cov-
er.  The feedback on that was fun - 
one region thought I should hand 
out crayons and have folks draw 
in their own cover.   - Paul Jr. 

The Buick Club of America is turning 50 years old, and to celebrate, 
they are hosting a special anniversary meet on Saturday, July 30.  It 
will be held at the NB Center for American Automotive Heritage in 
Allentown, PA, a 27-acre compound owned by renowned Buick lover 
Nicola Bulgari.  At least three of our members are showing cars at 
this meet, which is featuring over 600 Buicks ranging from 1903 to 
present-day concepts.  Expected on display are Andrew Napoli’s 1985 
Riviera, Paul Arena’s 1964 Riviera and Kevin Keenan’s 1979 LeSa-
bre.  

Raffle Car Goes Back to the Beach
The raffle car spent the weekend in Ocean Breeze at the annual Back 
to the Beach festival.  The two day take was $738, which will go a long 
way towards helping us make up the lost Bikers for Bini event this 
year.  Thanks to ProSho and Bini for hooking up our appearance. 
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Inside the SIRAACA Garage

We’re back inside the SIRAACA Ga-
rage to look at the other “bookend”  
Firebird that recently made its home 
here.  It’s the 1967 Firebird 400 owned 
by Mike DiPilato.

Recall our look over his other one, a 
2002 NHRA edition?  Well this 1967 
is the “alpha” to that “omega”.  Mike 
recently won his AACA First Junior 
Award in Vineland, NJ with this car.

The first year Firebird came in sev-
eral versions, beginning with a base 
six-cylinder and working upwards to 
one with an overhead cam, or a 326 
V-8, or a Firebird H.O. with 30 more 
horses, and finally the Firebird 400.  
The engine was essentially the same 
one found in the GTO, but to meet 
GM’s requirement to max out horse-
power at a rate of 1 per 10 pounds of 
car, engineers had to find an easy way 
to shave 10 horses off of the 335  that 
this engine produced.  Their solution?  
They changed the throttle linkage to 
keep the Quadrajet secondaries from 
opening more than 90 percent.  A 20-
second “adjustment” by the owner 
returned that extra horspower.

Mike’s car has the optional three-
speed Turbo Hydra-Matic 400 instead 
of the standard three-speed Dearborn 
tranny sourced from Ford.

The SIRAACA Garage is home to all 
of our members’ cars, past and pres-
ent.  Has your car been featured yet?  
Make sure you get the details to Paul 
Jr. if you want to share your car with 
us all.

S I R A AC A

To  h e l p  i d e n t i f y  a  f i r s t - g e n e ra t i o n  Fi r e b i r d  a s  a  1 9 6 7  m o d e l,  l o o k  f o r  t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  f e a t u r e s 
t h a t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  i t  f r o m  a  1 9 6 8  m o d e l :   t h e  1 9 6 7  h a s  v e n t  w i n d o w s,  w h i l e  t h e  1 9 6 8  h a s 
o n e  p i e ce  s i d e  g l a s s  i n  t h e  d o o r s ;   t h e  1 9 6 7  h a s  n o  s i d e  m a r ke r  l i g h t s ,  w h i l e  t h e  1 9 6 8  h a s 
s i d e - m a r ke r  l a m p s  o n  t h e  r e a r  q u a r t e r s  a n d  w ra p - a r o u n d  f r o n t  p a r k i n g  l e n s e s.   I f  y o u  a r e 
l o o k i n g  a t  t h i s  ca r  i n  y o u r  r e a r  v i e w  m i r r o r  a n d  s p o t  t h e  Po n t i a c  “a r r o w h e a d ”  e m b l e m  o n 
i t s  n o s e,  i t  m u s t  b e  a  Fi r e b i r d  4 0 0 .    O t h e r  Fi r e b i r d  va r i a n t s  h a v e  n o  e m b l e m  o n  t h e  n o s e.  
( p h o t o  b y  Pa u l  J r. )

Upcoming Events
Grab your friends, load up your car, and head out to one of these events:

•  Buick Club of America 50th Anniversary, Allentown, PA - July 27-30
•  59th Annual New Hope Auto Show, New Hope, PA - August 13-14
•  Our Lady Star of the Sea Car Show, Huguenot - August 20
•  Richmond County Fair - Historic Richmond Town, September 3-5
• SIRAACA 40th Annual Car Show, Staten Island - September 18
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WA N T E D :
D O NAT E D  VE H I C L E S .

A ny  M a k e , M o d e l , y e a r 
a n d  c o n d it i o n.

Tax  d e du c t i b l e .
ca ll 9 1 7 - 6 2 6 - 0 2 3 3

A Look Back at  June’s AACA Grand National Meet
The usually verbal Phil Boffa instead gives us a visual retelling of June’s AACA Grand National Meet.  Here are  4,000 
words courtesy of four of his pictures.


